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86 Reviews of Books 

Protestantism in Germany. By Kerr D. Macmillan, President of 
Wells College. (Princeton: Princeton University Press. 1917. 
Pp. viii, 282. $1.50.) 

This volume is in spirit and in effect a "war book". Although the 
author expressly disclaims any intention to give an adequate explana- 
tion of "the phenomena of present-day German life", still his work is 
guided throughout by an obvious purpose to make it at least a contribu- 
tion to such an explanation. There are two main theses developed in 
the historical survey which forms the principal part of the book: first, 
that Luther's personal conception of a new church order was essen- 
tially and fundamentally congregational, and second, that this primitive 
ideal was crowded out by forces over which Luther and later men of 
similar tendencies had no control. 

To establish his first point the author employs the inevitable method 
of citing illustrations from Luther's own utterances. It is a method 
superficially convincing, but, especially in the case of Luther, pretty cer- 
tain to be misleading. Of all leaders of men he was the least consistent 
in his words and in his actions. Dr. Macmillan is quite alive to this and 
explains it sufficiently by remarking that all of Luther's writings are 
" occasional ". He gathers much evidence to show that the reformer's 
real inclination would have been toward the right of every Christian 
community to govern itself, and we may safely go as far as this : that if 
he had been living in an ideal world, in which every Christian man cor- 
responded to his ideal description of him, this would have been a safe 
working principle. But it is evident that, even as early as 1520, he had 
come to see that the world must be taken as it was, and even though 
the Christian man, enslaved in a Babylonian Captivity, was free by his 
essential Christian quality, still the chief agency to deliver him was, 
so far as Germany was concerned, the Order of the Princes. That is 
the meaning of the great Lutheran trilogy of 1520. Thus far we can 
readily go, but when Dr. Macmillan pushes his thesis beyond this point 
he seems to weaken it the more, the further he goes. 

The treatment of the second point is more convincing. Chapters 
III. to VI. follow in chronological order the various stages by which 
the control of the German states over both the inward and the out- 
ward life of the church was fastened upon the country. Naturally the 
central feature of this description is found in the policy of Prussia under 
Hohenzollern leadership. The curious blending of religious indifferent- 
ism, as in the case of Frederick II., or of religious bigotry as personi- 
fied in Frederick William III., with a determined enforcement of state 
control is well brought out. The two concluding chapters are devoted 
to a study of the effects of this state control upon the church and the 
society it aimed to serve. The twin evils of officialism and patronage, 
partly offset by the purifying influences of both Pietism and Rationalism, 
are described in chapter VII., and the final chapter is devoted to a sur- 
vey of the effort of the state to present to the people the idea of a " Ger- 
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man God" as "the logical outcome of a century of German theological 
thought ". 

There are throughout the volume evidences of careless editing, as, for 
example, "Brandburg", "Leipsig", "Orlamund", a reference to the 
Council of Homberg without previous mention by name, frequent omis- 
sion of the conjunction "that". The absence of a bibliography is re- 
grettable. 

The Expansion of Europe, 141 5-1789: a History of the Foundations 
of the Modern World. By Wilbur Cortez Abbott, B.Litt. 
(Oxon.), M.A., Professor of History in Yale University. In 
two volumes. [American Historical Series, under the editorship 
of Charles H. Haskins.] (New York: Henry Holt and Com- 
pany. 1918. Pp. xiii, 512; xiii, 463. $6.50.) 

A threefold idea is involved in the preparation of this work. Its 
purpose is to describe: first, the rise of the European state-system and 
of European civilization out of the conditions characteristic of the later 
Middle Ages; secondly, the more or less coincident spread of European 
colonization; and thirdly, the reaction of the latter process on "affairs 
and ideas " in Europe itself. These three phases of development, viewed 
in their essential interrelationship, are made to furnish the " foundations 
of the modern world ". 

After sketching the situation in Europe during the later Middle 
Ages, Professor Abbott discusses the beginnings of " intellectual expan- 
sion " in the " Renaissance ", of " territorial expansion " in the " age of 
discovery ", and of " modern politics " in the " rise of national king- 
ships ". This he follows by chapters devoted to the conventional type of 
political history, broadened out so as to include lands and peoples ordi- 
narily omitted from due consideration, and interspersed with accounts 
of the activities of Europeans oversea, and — in the case of the Russians 
— overland. At intervals of half a century, also, he examines the various 
aspects of social, economic, and intellectual progress observable during 
the period immediately preceding. 

Within the dates given, the work constitutes what is probably the 
best general history of European civilization available in English. It 
reveals an abundance of reading and research, a symmetry in compo- 
sition remarkable for the deftness with which the several features are 
interwoven, and a talent for effective and pleasing expression. Many 
of the maps and illustrations, also, are novel and interesting. 

For the courage with which the author has ventured to declare what 
the subject-matter of modern European history ought to be, and for 
the cogency and vigor with which, in preface, introduction, and text, 
he sustains his opinion, he merits hearty commendation. While putting 
forth an ambitious effort in constructive scholarship, he has thrown 
down a challenge to routine methods of presentation. And yet, with 



